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COMMUNITY

God and His Attributes
by Jordy Leigh 

God and His attributes. Given so broad a theme, I could write about so many different things. 

But there's one train of thought within that topic that has impressed me more deeply than any other. 

It impressed me because it involves two of God's attributes, high stakes, a threat to God's character, 

and the greatest problem of all humanity resolved at the cross. As I share it with you, I pray that the 

Lord will stir your heart, as He did mine, with awe for His prevailing goodness. 

Compassion 

Call it love or call it kindness. Each word has its own nuances, but I'm choosing to use the word 

'compassion' today to refer to the attribute of God that encompasses all His goodwill toward His 

fallen creation. Compassion. Paul calls God the 'Father of compassion' (2 Cor. 1:3). God 

Himself when proclaiming His name to Moses, called Himself 'the LORD, the LORD, the 

compassionate and gracious God' (Ex. 34:6). 

 

This is the attribute of God that most often draws us to Him - stirs up something indescribable in our 

hearts and causes us to delight in Him. This glorious attribute is most responsible for the spiritual 

"highs" we experience. 

 

Holiness 

Believers also celebrate this attribute of God. I think of old hymns such as 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 

Almighty,'.  God's holiness is His 'set-apartness.' It's what sets Him apart from all little-g gods and the 

rest of creation. It's also what sets Him apart from sin and from people with sin. It's what made John 

fall at Jesus' feet as though dead when he saw a vision of Him glorified (Rev. 1:17), and it's what 

made Isaiah pronounce woe upon himself (Isa. 6:5). 

VECTOR ISSUE XV
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COMMUNITY

God and His Attributes
continued

Closely related to God's holiness is justness. When we start to explore what it means for God to be 

just, there is a temptation to stop worshipping Him for this particular attribute. We realize when we 

read the Bible that God being just requires Him to punish sinners. 

The dilemma 

I told you there were high stakes and a threat to God's character involved in what I was about to 

share. This is it: 

God loves His creation, and He loves man whom He has created; BUT the sinfulness of man requires 

that He punishes them, and the punishment is eternal. 

If you grew up in church, that's not news to you. Though perhaps you're realizing at a new level how 

much of a 'problem' this is for God. If He is compassionate towards man, how can He follow through 

with condemning them to a hell that never ends? And yet if He's holy, how can He look at sinners 

and say "it's okay" to their sin? His compassion and holiness are at odds with each other, and all 

creation watches with breath held to see what He will do about it. But we know... 

The resolution (it's glorious!)  

It could be argued that the cross is the climax of all history - past and future. It's the fulfillment of a 

beautiful verse: "Love and faithfulness meet together; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other." (Psalm 85:10) 

At the cross, God the Father expressed His wrath in all its fulness, pouring it out on God the Son. At 

the cross, God proved his holiness for all time, condemning all sin and punishing it justly. And at the 

cross, God enabled sinners to be redeemed through a substitutionary sacrifice. At the cross, God 

proved his complete compassion, executing His plan that would allow sinners to be atoned for 

without once neglecting His holiness. 

See how glorious our God is for both His holiness and compassion! See the great lengths to which 

He went to remain faithful to both of His attributes (not to mention, to save our souls in the process!) 

Let's live as though those around us need to hear this Good News. Let's speak it out! 

Photo | Rosy Marr
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"O taste and see that the LORD is 

good: blessed is the man that trusteth 

in him." Psalm 34:8 



Recipe Corner: 

Drinks

                                                          From Bethany Baas 

1 cup Vanilla Yogurt                                         1 TB Peanut Butter 

1 TB Strawberry Jam                                        1/4 Cup Milk 

2-3 Ice cubes 

Mix all together in blender. 

 

                                                      

                                                     From Sydney A. 
"Delicious served hot in the winter or over crushed ice in the summer!" 

 6 cups apple cider                                            6 whole allspice berries  

¼ cup real maple syrup                                   1 orange peel, cut into strips  

2 cinnamon sticks                                              1 lemon peel, cut into strips  

6 whole cloves      

 Pour the apple cider and maple syrup into a large saucepan. Place the 

cinnamon sticks, cloves, allspice berries, orange peel and lemon peel in the  

center of a square of cheesecloth, fold up the sides of the cheesecloth to 

enclose  the bundle, then tie it up with a length of kitchen string. Drop the 

spice bundle into the  cider mixture. Place the saucepan over moderate heat 

for 5-10 minutes, or until the cider is very hot but not boiling. Remove the 

spice bundle and serve your cider! You can also stick it in the  refrigerator for 

a few hours, since it’s just as delicious served chilled.  

PBJ Protein Smoothie (pictured above)

Apple Cider
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Who is God?
By Rosy Marr
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   Who is God? Who is He to you? Well, there are many, many different verses in the 

Bible that talk about the attributes and the character of God. But obviously, I won’t be 

able to go through them all right now. We’re going to focus specifically on Psalm 18 

verses 1-3, and also a few different verses in various other places. 

   First, let’s look at verse 1. It says, “I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.” God is our 

strength. In fact, in the very next verse, it’s stated a second time. That must mean that it’s 

pretty important! So, how is God our strength? He gives his strength to enable us to 

resist the devil and stand up for what we know is right. If God didn’t give us His 

Strength, we wouldn’t be able to do anything at all! 

   The second verse names several more aspects of our Lord. “The LORD is my rock, and 

my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and 

the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” 

   The Lord is my Rock and my Fortress. God is a stronghold for us when we are feeling 

dejected or heartbroken. When we’re sad, He will take us up into his arms and console 

us. What a comforting thought! 

   My Deliverer, my God, my Strength. The phrase “my Deliverer”, when referring to God, 

is stated all throughout the Bible many times, especially in the Psalms, for God truly is 

our Deliverer! The Bible talks a lot about God delivering us from our enemies if we trust 

in Him. Furthermore, Jesus has delivered us from our sins, making it possible to receive 

forgiveness and to be with Him in Heaven when we die. Isn’t that wonderful? 

The Lord God is also the true God. The only true God! Many people, in many different 

countries, believe in more than one different false god. Often they are cruel gods who 

“demand” sacrifices. But we can be thankful that we have the wonderful privilege to 

know and to believe God’s amazing gifts towards us. He is truly an awesome God.  
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Who is God?
{continued}
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   In whom I will trust, my buckler, the horn of my salvation and my high tower.  Trusting 

Jesus is very important. It can get you safely through even the hardest trials of life. 

“Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.” (Psalm 16:1) Even though trusting is 

so important, it’s also often very hard to do. That’s another reason why God has 

promised to be our Strength! 

   The Lord is our buckler. Umm, what is a buckler, anyway? God, as a buckler, is our 

shield. A bulwark. Our safeguard from evil. God is our protection. Nothing, absolutely 

nothing will ever happen in our lives that is not in God’s perfect plan. “For I know the 

thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 

give you an expected end.” (Jeremiah 29:11) He is our High Tower. “The name of the 

LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” (Proverbs 18:10) 

When we are tempted, God is always there for us to run to him for protection. 

   And lastly, He is more than worthy of our praise. 

   “I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine 

enemies.” 

   This Holy God, the One whom without, we would be nothing! He is everything. And He 

is worthy of all our utmost praise and glory. He deserves our whole lives. Everything we 

can give him, and much more! 

   So, who is God? Other than what we just talked about, God is a Spirit, the Creator, the 

Sustainer of life, the Trinity, Abba Father, Jehovah, Adonai, Elohim, El-Shaddai, King of 

kings, Lord of lords… and now I’m out of breath. (At least I would be, if had been talking 

instead of typing!) But seriously, we really have barely scratched the surface of Who 

God is. 

I encourage you to search your Bible, and to come up with even more attributes of God. 

I’m sure you’ll find many more! 

God bless you!    
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The Only
One Who is

   Our God has so many attributes and characteristics! It’s hard to put Him into 

human, finite words. Please don’t limit the Lord to what I have written here; 

He can do anything! 

   David, the Psalmist, worshipped God in Psalm 63. I want to pull out a few 

verses from that chapter. 

   “O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: my soul thirsteth for Thee, 

my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; To see 

Thy power and Thy glory, so as I have seen Thee in Thy sanctuary.” 

   David longs for the Lord, because he knows that He is powerful and 

glorious. No mortal man could compare to that. Yes, there are some men that 

are very strong, but no man could be called glorious. 

   What does glorious mean? According to Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, 

glorious means, “Illustrious; of exalted excellence and splendor; resplendent 

in majesty and divine attributes; applied to God.” Wow! It will be wonderful 

when we see the Lord in Heaven someday! I can’t even imagine what He 

looks like. 

   What else does David have to say in this passage? “Because Thy 

lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise Thee.” (Psalm 63:3) We 

see that God’s lovingkindness is better than life! Most, if not all, people value 

life very highly. They may not value other people’s lives highly (which is 

another, sad, story), but their own life is very important to them. But the Lord’s 

lovingkindness is even better than life! That’s profound, if you really ponder it. 

   Let’s see what David writes next. “Thus will I bless Thee while I live: I will lift 

up my hands in Thy Name.” (Psalm 63:4) Because the Lord is powerful, 

glorious, and full of lovingkindness, we should worship Him. 

Worthy of Praise

By Leona Ruth
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  He deserves glory and honor. This brings us to another topic: How can we 

worship our God? 

The Lord is glorified when we speak of His goodness to other people. He is 

praised when we thank Him in our prayers. Godly music draws people closer 

to Him. Anyone can put into practice the first two points, even if you do not 

know how to play an instrument. 

Are you willing to be bold in telling other people how God has worked in your 

life? He has done marvelous things in each of our lives, the best thing being 

His salvation of unworthy sinners. He is worthy to be praised! 

 

The Only One Who is Worthy of
Praise
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{continued}

"Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which 

thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: 

they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would 

declare and speak of them, they are more than can be 

numbered. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; 

mine ears hast thou opened: burnt-offering and sin- 

offering has thou not required." 

Psalm 40:5,6



REVIEW CORNER 

Glimpses of God
Indescribable 
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   Glimpses of God: Revealed Through His Names, by Debi Pryde, was a 

very helpful and interesting Bible study book! I learned much about God 

and His Names through it. Each chapter focuses on a name of God from 

the Old Testament, such as El Shaddai or Jehovah Tsidkenu. Mrs. Pryde 

uses many Bible verses in it, which I appreciated. The end of the book 

was challenging: do I act like Jesus is Lord of my life, or do I simply say 

He is? I would highly recommend this excellent book! 

 

~~~~ 

Indescribable, produced by Thorn Crown Project, was an excellent 

movie. I have watched it multiple times now, and the impact never 

lessens. This movie is the story behind the hymn The Love of God. The 

producers had to make up some of the history, because we don't know 

much, but I believe they did a good job. During the movie, the main 

character, Blynn (Frederick Lehman's son), goes through a personal 

conflict in which he tries to discover the love of God. The climax is very 

moving, and it, as well as another part, is likely to bring you to tears. I 

highly recommend this excellent movie! 

(http://www.indescribablethemovie.com/) 

 

Both reviews written by Leona Ruth 
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Holy, Holy, Holy
HYMN  H I S TOR Y

article by Kaitlyn S.

In 1861 there was a war waging in America.  A terrible war, one that set brother against brother, 

friend against friend, Christian against Christian. It made enemies of families; severed relationships; 

and took more than it had a right to. At the end of the war nearly every family had a hole in it, a loved

one missing, ripped away, never to be seen on this side of the earth. 

In the midst of this atrocity there came a publisher who came upon a forgotten work of poetry. He 

turned to a friend of his to write a tune for these words, and published it in his new hymnal. He 

released this newly paired text and tune to the world of England, and it quickly made its way to 

America, coming like a soothing balm in the midst of heartache and loss, reminding Christians 

everywhere of exactly who the amazing God they served was, of His attributes, of His holiness and 

His gloriousness.   

The hymn was one that most people today know as "Holy, Holy, Holy". 

Many, many years before it was paired with this familiar tune, this hymn was written by Reginald 

Heber, a vicar in Shropshire, England. He was passionate about writing hymns for his congregation 

to sing, and introducing hymns others had written, as long as they were theologically sound. Some 

of his hymns include "The Son of God Goes Forth to War" and "From Greenland's Icy Mountains".    

Not much is known about Reginald Heber’s short life. What we do know about it shows us an 

interesting life, lived for the glory of God. He was born in England, in 1783. He was a poet from his 

youth, and had perfected this skill so much that by his twentieth year on this earth, he had won the 

Newdigate Prize -- a prestigious award -- for his poem "Palestine". In 1823 he accepted the position 

of Bishop of Calcutta in India. He ministered to a large part of Australia, Ceylon, and various other 

islands. On April 3, 1826 he was preaching to a large crowd outdoors while the sun beat down 

heavily upon him. He returned to the home he was staying at and took a bath in the private 

swimming pool there. When he didn’t make the evening meal, his servant went looking and found 

him drowned, as a result of an apoplectic stroke due to exposure to the sun. After his death, his 

widow was going through his papers when she found the words to this hymn that he had not 

published.  She added it to his unpublished hymnal and had it published in his honour.     
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"Holy, Holy, Holy" is unique in that it doesn’t initiate our praise to the triune God -- it causes us to join 

with countless hosts in an age old song of adoration and worship. It was inspired largely by two texts 

in the Scripture, texts of endless songs. “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 

upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each 

one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain 

he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole 

earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah 6:1-4 

“And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and 

they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 

come. And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who 

liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and 

worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art 

worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created.” Revelation 4:8-11 

These two texts form the basis of this beloved hymn. As we sing it, we join those who are continually 

worshipping the Lord in the beauty of His holiness. This hymn teaches us so much about the 

attributes of our great God.  In the first stanza we sing: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!” 

In this stanza we sing of God’s holiness. The Bible has much to say about His holiness -- He has 

always been described as holy throughout the Bible. Leviticus 19:2 tells us plainly: “Speak unto all 

the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your 

God am holy.” We as mere men MUST recognize Him as a holy God and honor Him as such.  We 

must order our lives to reflect His holiness. Joshua warned the people of Israel “Ye cannot serve the 

LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your 

sins.” Joshua 24:19b. We honor Him as a holy God. We worship Him as a holy God. We love Him as a 

holy God. “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation…” 1 

Peter 1:15.  

In the second stanza we sing: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around the glassy 

sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, which wert and art and evermore shalt be.” 

Holy, Holy, Holy
HYMN  H I S TOR Y

continued
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In this stanza we learn of His eternality- His everlasting nature. Abraham called Him the Everlasting 

God (Genesis 21:33), and David, the famed psalmist, recognized this fact: “Lord, thou hast been our 

dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 

formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” Psalm 90:1-2. 

This is the whole reason that we worship the Lord, because He is the “Lord God Almighty, which 

was, and is, and is to come.” Revelation 4:8b. 

Stanza three says: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide Thee, though the eye made blind by sin Thy glory may 

not see, Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.” 

This stanza teaches us of His perfectness. He is perfect in love, as Matthew tells us in a familiar 

passage (Matthew 5:43-48), ending the passage with an exhortation: "Be ye therefore perfect, even 

as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” (v. 48) He is perfect in His righteousness (Ezra 9:15). 

Daniel tells us “Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for the LORD 

our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.” Daniel 9:14. 

David tells us of His perfect compassion, His perfect graciousness, and His perfect righteousness in 

Psalm 112:4: “Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of 

compassion, and righteous.” Our response to His perfection should be the same as the four and 

twenty elders; the same as the four beasts; the same as the thousands upon thousands that are 

gathered around the throne (Rev. 5:8-11). We should all say with a loud voice of praise, “Worthy is 

the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 

glory, and blessing.” (Revelation 5:12b) 

In the fourth stanza we read: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity.” 

In this last part of the hymn we sing of His omnipotence. We see His omnipotence in the very first 

verse of the Bible, in the fact that He created all things. We see His omnipotence in the fact that 

every single thing that He created praises His name. Psalm 19:1-6 reads, “The heavens declare the 

glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 

unto night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he 

set a tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a 

strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends 

of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.”  
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The words of Revelation 4:11 should be our response to His omnipotence: “Thou art worthy, O 

Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy 

pleasure they are and were created.” 

This is a beautiful hymn that only gives a glance into our Lord’s great attributes, into His 

character, into His being. Psalm 145:1-7 reveals even more of His character to us, and sums up 

the hymn wonderfully. “I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and 

ever. Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever. Great is the LORD, 

and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.  One generation shall praise thy 

works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.  I will speak of the glorious honour of thy 

majesty, and of thy wondrous works. And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I 

will declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and 

shall sing of thy righteousness.” 

Reginald Heber was impressed by the holiness of God and lived to serve Him. I’ll fully concur 

with Alfred Lord Tennyson’s belief that this was the world's greatest hymn. It truly calls us to 

worship and adore our God, joining our earthly voices with the thousands in heaven as they 

declare “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” 

~ ~ ~
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continued

"The earth shook, the heavens also dropped at 

the presence of God: even Sinai itself was moved 

at the presence of God, the God of Israel." 

Psalm 68:8



A Poem
By Rosy Marr 

 
 

God is a Spirit 
 

He doesn’t have a body 
 

Our God is Holy 
 

He's not like anybody 
 
 
 

God is three persons 
 

The Trinity, three in one 
 

Though we cannot understand it 
 

We know that’s how it’s done 
 
 
 

God is very patient 
 

With us, when we do wrong 
 

When we're feeling low and cheerless 
 

We should be praising Him in song 
 
 
 

Our God is most worthy 
 

Of all that we can give 
 

He deserves our utmost praises 
 

With obedience we should live 
 
 
 

Now let's give Him all the glory 
 

In everything we do 
 

For that’s the purpose of our life 
 

The Bible says it, so it’s true! 
 

AUGUST 2018 -   15   -RADIANT HEARTS MAGAZINE



Photography 
Contest!!

Yes, you read that right- Radiant Hearts Magazine is hosting a photography contest!

This is for the many photography lovers that read this magazine; however, even if 

you don't love photography, you are still welcome to enter! The judge (a trusted 

adult) will not be told who took the pictures. 

 

Rules: 

~the photos must be taken outdoors 

 ~two photos may be entered per person 

~you may not edit your photos (cropping is fine, but no changing of the 

colors/contrast/etc is allowed), or you will be disqualified 

~if you desire to enter, you must fill out the form by October 1st, 2018 

 

The winner of the contest will be announced in the next issue of RHM (to be 

published in November), and the winning photo will be featured in that issue, along

with runner-ups. The prize is a hand lettered verse of the winner's choosing, which 

will be emailed to her. 

To enter, please follow this link: 

www.radiantheartsmagazine.wordpress.com/photography-contest. Thank you! 
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Thank you so much for reading this 

magazine!
If you were encouraged or enjoyed reading this magazine, 

please let us know; comment on the website! We appreciate 

your support. 

 

 

Are you a writer? a photographer? or a cook? Then we have 

a place for you on our team of contributers! Please check out 

our website (www.radiantheartsmagazine.wordpress.com), 

and contact us if you are interested in helping! 


